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SCENARIO CARD
PLASTIC WASTE IN HABITATS
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ANIMALS WITH SELECTIVE FEEDING STRATEGIES
 ARE LESS LIKELY TO INGEST HARMFUL MICROPLASTICS.

EATING PLASTIC MAY LEAD TO LOSS OF NUTRITION, 
INTERNAL INJURY, STARVATION, AND EVEN DEATH.

ANIMALS AT RISK OF GETTING ENTANGLED 
IN PLASTIC DEBRIS MUST HAVE ABILITIES TO 

AVOID OR ESCAPE ENTANGLEMENT.

INSULATION PROPERTIES OF PLASTIC INCREASE 
WATER TEMPERATURES, AFFECTING ANIMALS THAT 

CANNOT TOLERATE TEMPERATURE CHANGES.

PLASTIC WASTE ACCUMULATION AFFECTS 
SPECIFIC HABITATS; ANIMALS WITH VERSATILE 
HABITAT PREFERENCES HAVE AN ADVANTAGE.



WHAT'S AT RISK BELOW?

Use the cut-outs on this page to place the ocean dwellers in the correct regions on the ocean zone map. 
Then, place each of the 5 plastic items from the density activity in the areas where they would end up to 
see which creatures might be affected. If you found any other items that are not included below, go ahead 
and draw your own!

Age: 8+ 
Activity Type: Game


